
Assistant Forensic Pathologist | 65 Days Off Per Year | No 
Call | Iowa  

 
For more information, contact Cori Centerino: 

Call/Text: 314-788-6862 

Email: ccenterino@jacksonphysiciansearch.com  
 

POSITION AVAILABLE    Assistant Forensic Pathologist   
Under the direction of the Chief Medical Examiner, performs responsible professional work 
performing medicolegal autopsies and forensic pathologist duties in accordance with sections 
331.801 through 331.805 of the Iowa Code. Exercises considerable independent judgment and 
professional knowledge of medicine and forensic pathology. 
 

• MD or DO - BC/BE in anatomic/forensic pathology required 

• Collegiate atmosphere with enthusiastic autopsy technician, medicolegal death investigators, and 
office staff 

• Flexible 4-day work week with no call requirements 

• Opportunity to incorporate teaching local medical students 

• Evaluate microscopic materials, examine evidence, photographs, and medical records 

• New grads welcome to apply 

 

 

 



 

JOB REQUIREMENTS 
1. Reviews reports of death received from hospitals, private physicians, and law enforcement 
agencies and determines jurisdiction of cases; issues preliminary report of cause of death in cases 
where further investigation is not required; prepares certificates of cause of death and releases 
body for burial; issues cremation permits. 

2. Reports to the scene of death or discovery of remains as required to provide professional 
assistance; supervises medical investigators performing death scene investigations; examines body 
and surroundings; determines the need for a complete postmortem examination and orders bodies 
removed to the office of the Medical Examiner; ensures proper handling of organs, tissues, bodies, 
and items found on or around the body, and collection of unclaimed bodies. 

3. Performs medicolegal autopsies/examinations; oversees and conducts death scene 
investigations to determine the cause or manner of death; evaluates microscopic materials, 
examines evidence, photographs and medical records, prepares written autopsy protocols; directs 
the activities of staff in preparing bodies for autopsy; examines wounds and notes abnormal 
conditions or discolorations of the body; directs the photographing of the body prior to, during, and 
subsequent to post-mortem examination; reviews current literature in the field and researches 
histories of prior cases for background information in formulating decisions; determines the 
existence of criminal acts or negligence on the part of person or persons responsible. 

4. Explains cause of death to relatives of the deceased, law enforcement agencies, and the 
County Attorney; furnishes the County Attorney and law enforcement officials with medical and 
scientific evidence; testifies in court as an expert witness; gives depositions. 

5. Provides assistance to law enforcement agencies operating within the County by drawing 
blood for alcohol/drug analysis and obtaining specimens for laboratory testing in cases of alleged 
sexual assault. 

6. Attends training and conferences as required to maintain certification and to remain 
current on trends or issues in forensic pathology; participates in state and local forensic 
organizations and programs to provide input, increase knowledge in forensics, and maintain 
recognition for the quality of the Polk County Medical Examiner services. 

7. Coordinates departmental activities with law enforcement agencies, court officials, and the 
State Medical Examiner; represents the County in contacts with civic groups, other governmental 
agencies, and the media. 

8. Directs the proper maintenance, handling of records and storage of specimens/evidence; 
maintains complete records of all relevant information concerning deaths/crimes requiring 
investigation by the Medical Examiner’s Office. 

9. Performs related duties as required. 
 
 
 

 



QUALIFICATIONS 

 Graduation from an accredited school of Medicine or Osteopathy, licensed to practice 
medicine in the State of Iowa, and Board certified or eligible to be certified in 
Anatomical/Forensic Pathology or currently enrolled in a forensic pathology fellowship, 
and 

 Prefer experience working as a Medical Examiner or Forensic Pathologist. 

 

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS 

 Competitive salary guarantees between $275-300K depending on qualifications 
 Comprehensive benefit package to include Iowa Public Employees Retirement System 

(IPERS) + 457B plan with employer match, PSLF, health, dental, vision & life insurance, 
generous PTO package, relocation assistance, etc. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION   
Click to apply directly through Jackson Physician Search 

https://jobs.jacksonphysiciansearch.com/job-details/forensic-pathology-65-days-off-per-yr-no-
call-iowa-in-physician-jobs-764688 

Inquiries with attached curriculum vitae can also be submitted to Cori Centerino at 
ccenterino@jackonsphysiciansearch.com.  

 

 

 

 

  


