1) Position papers state positions officially endorsed by the National Association of Medical
Examiners (NAME) as authorized by the Board of Directors and are intended to assist in the practice of
medicolegal death investigation. Position papers discuss subjects in the field of forensic pathology of
vital interest to the public and to the membership at large. A position paper will discuss not only the
majority opinion about its subject but will also address accepted (mainstream) minority opinions.

2) A position paper is initiated by the President or by direction of the Board of Directors.

3) The President, with the Executive Committee’s approval, appoints the lead author.

4) The lead author, with the Executive Committee’s approval, selects experts and co-authors to
assist in preparing the first draft of the paper.

5) The first draft is submitted to the Board of Directors for review and comment. The Board of

Directors votes (simple majority) to accept or reject the paper in concept.

6) The draft is re-edited and posted on the NAME website for 30 days during which time the
general membership has the opportunity to review and comment.

7) The authors re-edit the paper based on members’ comments and then submit it to the Executive
Committee for approval. The Executive Committee votes (simple majority) to accept, accept with
additional revisions, or reject the paper.

8) Following Executive Committee approval, the position paper is presented to the Board of
Directors no less than 1 month prior to the next Board of Directors’ meeting for final approval. Final
approval requires a super-majority (3/4) for acceptance.

9) Accepted position papers will be published as approved (with the exception of stylistic changes)
in Academic Forensic Pathology as a position endorsed by the National Association of Medical Examiners
for five years.

10) A paper rejected by the Executive Committee or Board of Directors may be submitted to any
medical journal as the product of the authors, but it may not be identified as an endorsed opinion of
NAME.

11) NAME’s endorsement of a position paper on a matter of medical science (as opposed to matters
of administrative policy) ends five years from publication of the position paper. Position papers
concerning matters of administrative policy do not sunset automatically. NAME may renew its
endorsement of a position paper by following steps 2-10 above, with revision of the original manuscript
as appropriate for changes in knowledge or understanding that occur during the five year life of the
original position paper.
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